
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE RURAL RETREAT TOWN 

COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON 

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2022 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members Present: Tim Litz, Mayor; Dale T. Yontz, Vice-Mayor; 

Geary Jonas; James P. “Sean” Viars; Michael 

Duncan; James Lloyd; Peggy Hash 

     

Council Members Absent:       None                             

  

Administration Present:             Jason Childers, Town Manager 

Monica H. Patton, Clerk/Treasurer 

Derek Breedlove, Police Chief 

                         

 

Administration Absent:   None      

 

Others Present: None               
 

 

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 

 

Mayor Litz called the meeting to order and determined a quorum was present. 

 

INVOCATION  

 

The invocation was given by Councilmember Jonas. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mayor Litz. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Councilmember Lloyd and seconded by Vice-Mayor Yontz to approve 

the minutes of the March 8, 2022, meeting.  The motion passed by a vote of six (6) for: Yontz, 

Viars, Hash, Jonas, Lloyd, Duncan; zero (0) against. 

 

CITIZEN’S TIME 

 

None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Town Manager Childers read a letter from the Friends of Southwest Virginia requesting 

contributions for FY2022-23 in the amount of $2,500.   
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Treasurer Patton read a thank you from Priscilla Hall of The Friends of the Rural Retreat Public 

Library.  Mrs. Hall thanked the town for refurbishing the gravel for the library driveway. 

 

Treasurer Patton read a thank you note from Kay Corvin of the Red Cross Bloodmobile for 

waiving the rental fee for the Community Center when the Bloodmobile is held there. 

 

Treasurer Patton read a letter from Dawn Burkentine and Kristin Bell of the Rural Retreat High 

School Interact and NHS clubs.  The student members are interested in sponsoring a 5K on 

Saturday, April 23, 2022, at 10:00 a.m.  The route for the event will be the same route that other 

5K events have used.  The letter explains that all proceeds will go to either St. Jude or the Rural 

Retreat Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad.  Town Manager Childers stated that the 

route is the same as in the past and Treasurer Patton will obtain a permit from Virginia 

Department of Transportation for the event.   

 

POLICE REPORT  

 

Chief Breedlove reported that he answered thirty-three calls, had one arrest, and wrote one 

citation during the month of February.  He stated that he spoke with Fire Chief David Evans to 

schedule a test of the emergency alert system.  He added that March is tornado awareness month.  

Town Manager Childes stated that the test was scheduled to take place earlier in the month, but 

Chief Evans was not in town, and the system could not be accessed.  Town Manager Childers 

added that Chief Evans is looking into an app that can access the system remotely. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS    

 

DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION – Town Manager Childers stated that he is updating Brian 

Reed with photos on the project.  He added that if the weather will cooperate, the project will be 

complete in about five days.  Town Manager Childers stated that more stone has been ordered 

for the project because the project calls for crusher run instead of the no. 57 stone that was 

originally purchased.    Town Manager Childers stated that the town was able to take the bid for 

the grade work that was orginally presented because it met the wage requirement.  The pre-

construction meeting will be scheduled soon for the project.  Mayor Litz asked if there is plenty 

of dirt to finish the project.  Town Manager Childers stated that Klockner Pentaplast has an 

ample amount of topsoil available to the town to finish the project. 

 

HERITAGE DAYS FESTIVAL – Treasurer Patton reported that Brenda has been working on 

food and craft vendors over the past few days for the event.  She added that we expect to have 

more food available for this year’s event. 

 

ELM AVENUE PROPERTY – Chief Breedlove stated that Friday is the last day for the 

homeowner to finish cleaning.   The next step is to write her a letter with the town’s intentions.  

Town Manager Childers stated that he will draft a letter.     

 

Mayor Litz asked for an update on the section house.  Town Manager Childers stated that the 

Tax Authority Collection Service (TACS) has requested the amount of delinquent taxes owed to 

the town.  Treasurer Patton suggested that the town enter into a contract with TACS to collect 

delinquent taxes. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

None 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES – Councilmember Duncan stated that there will be an Easter Egg 

hunt on April 16 at 11:30 a.m. He reported that the letter campaign has brought in approximately 

$9,000 to date.  Councilmember Duncan stated that the Rescue Squad plans on selling one of the 

older ambulances at an equipment sale to be held at the Rural Retreat Fair Grounds.  

Councilmember Duncan stated that Matt Hankins of Wythe County attended the meeting last 

week.  The board discussed purchasing a generator to be used by the fire department and the 

rescue squad.  A generator would be useful to keep medications cold and the building heated in 

the event of a power outage.  Councilmember Duncan reported that the draft of the bylaws 

should be complete next week for review.  Town Manager Childers asked if the method of 

nominating board members has been changed.  Council Member Duncan stated that currently the 

nominations are made by the rescue squad members.  The change is to allow the board to make 

nominations.   

 

FINANCE & APPROPRIATIONS – Treasurer Patton explained that she has received the audit 

engagement letter from Robertson Farmer and Cox.  She explained that the fee last year was 

$14,455.  The auditor expects a significant increase in workloads due to the implementation of 

GASB 87 regarding leases.  If the level of work is less, then the fee will be adjusted accordingly. 

The fee will increase to $17,075 or $20,075 if a single audit is needed.  If the town spends over 

$750,000 on a federally funded project, then a single audit is required.  The auditors will be in 

the office on May 26, 2022, to begin collecting information for the FY2021-2022 audit. 

 

Treasurer Patton reported that VaCorp will be quoting the town’s insurance this year in addition 

to VRSA.  Town Manager Childers added that VRSA has wonderful customer service, but it is 

never a bad idea to obtain quotes. 

 

PERSONNEL, ORDINANCES & LEGAL MATTERS – Town Manager Childers stated that the 

new employees are doing very good.  He added that both take initiative which is something that 

was discussed during the interview process. 

 

PUBLIC UTILITIES – Town Manager Childers reported that the sewer project should start in 

mid-April.  He stated that it has been quiet for a long time, but finally these improvements are 

underway.   

 

TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Town Manager Childers reported that he and Treasurer Patton had a meeting with Archive Social 

Media regarding their program to protect the town if FOIA requests are requested for online 

communications.  Town Manager Childers stated that there is not a precedence that would 

require the town to implement this program.  The fee would be over $2,000 annually.  Town 

Manager Childers stated that in his opinion the town does not use social media enough to merit 

the expense. 

 



COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 22, 2022- PAGE 4 

 

Councilmember Viars asked for an update on the integration of Billzpay+ to FMS for credit card 

and online payments.  Treasurer Patton explained that she spoke to Bob Hansen of BMS about 

only doing the integration for utility billing.  Mr. Hansen explained that the fee for the 

integration is based on the amount of hours it will take for the programmers to write the program 

for the two systems to communicate.  Removing the tax module would not change the fee that 

much.  Southern Software’s fee would be reduced by $750 if the taxes were not included in the 

integration. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

The invoices for March 22, 2022, were read and approved. 

 

       

ADJOURNMENT – There being no additional business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 

upon a motion by Councilmember Jonas.   The motion was duly seconded and approved.   

 

 

 

 

 

                              

Mayor       Clerk 


